
The Mediterranean Monk Seal, 
the world’s 2nd most endangered marine mammal, Europe’s 1st  

…is in a race against time to 
avoid extinction 



- Current Status 
- Migration between neighboring countries 
- Managing the causes of population reduction 
- Community based conservation  
- Damages on fishing gear  
- Deliberate Killings 



Seals in Breeding Caves 
Monitoring should minimize human  

disturbance and avoid breeding seasons  



Seals Becoming Social 



The Case of the seal “Argiro” in Samos 
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The Case of the seal “Argiro” in Samos 

-Management of the individual – short term – long 
term 
- Whose is the responsibility? 
-- Who sets the limits with the public – and who 
monitors them 
-- The need for cross-border cooperation 
 

-A good example of 
community based 
management… 
 
 



with a bad ending…. 
 

Legal Action/ Media Action/ Local Action 



How to Manage Killings  
Generating public outcry with the aim  

to prevent future incidents 



Monitoring in Caves with the use of camera traps 
 

Camera-based monitoring  
minimizes human disturbance  



Monitoring  Friendly Seals 



The challenge of monk seal conservation 

Priorities  
-Correct population 
monitoring  
 

-Cooperation with coastal 
communities  
 

- Management of 
strandings and killings  
 

-Use of media and legal 
action to generate public 
support in the effort to 
conserve this highly 
endangered species 



THANK YOU!!! 


