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Report of the 9th Meeting of National Correspondents of the Strategic Action Programme for the 
Conservation of Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean Region (SAPBIO) 

 
Introduction 
 
1. The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the 

Coastal Region of the Mediterranean (Barcelona Convention) and its Protocols adopted, at their 
22nd Meeting (Antalya, Türkiye, 7-10 December 2021), two major regional strategies, that are: (i) 
the Post-2020 Strategic Action Programme for the Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable 
Management of Natural Resources in the Mediterranean Region (Post-2020 SAPBIO; Decision 
IG.25/11), and (ii) the Post-2020 Regional Strategy for Marine and Coastal Protected Areas 
(MCPAs) and Other Effective area-based Conservation Measures (OECMs) in the Mediterranean 
(Decision IG.25/12). 
 

2. Decision IG.25/11 urged the Specially Protected Areas Regional Activity Centre (SPA/RAC) to 
provide technical support for the implementation of the Post-2020 SAPBIO, through technical 
cooperation, capacity building activities, and external resource mobilization; and invited the 
relevant international organizations, funding agencies, international donor community and 
Contracting Parties as appropriate to give due consideration to the priority actions of the Post-
2020 SAPBIO in their programming for supporting actions in the Mediterranean region. 
 

3. SPA/RAC is giving capital importance to a realistic operational implementation of the Post-2020 
SAPBIO supported by the Post-2020 Strategy for MCPAs and OECMs. To this end, SPA/RAC 
launched a process aiming to elaborate and initiate the implementation of a Resource 
Mobilization Strategy for the Post-2020 SAPBIO, including the Post-2020 Strategy for MCPAs 
and OECMs, for the period 2022-2030. This process is conducted in close consultation with the 
Contracting Parties, as well as the regional and international organizations that are members of 
the Post-2020 SAPBIO Advisory Committee. 
 

4. In this context, SPA/RAC convened the 9th Meeting of National Correspondents of the Strategic 
Action Programme for the Conservation of Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean Region 
(SAPBIO) (hereinafter referred to as the “meeting”). The meeting was held in Condes de 
Barcelona Hotel, in Barcelona, Spain, on 24 February 2023. 

 
5. The objectives of the meeting were to:  

- Examine the next steps in the implementation at national and regional levels of the Post-2020 
SAPBIO; 

- Review the preliminary draft of the Resource Mobilisation Strategy (hereinafter referred to as 
“RMS”). 

- Have the involvement and support of the countries in the proposed projects. 
 
Participation  
 
6. All the SAPBIO National Correspondents were invited to attend or designate their 

representatives. The following Contracting Parties were represented at the meeting: Croatia, 
Cyprus, Egypt, France, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain and Tunisia. 
 

7. The relevant intergovernmental or non-governmental organizations members of the Post-2020 
SAPBIO Advisory Committee have also been invited to designate their representatives to the 
meeting as observers. The secretariats of the following governmental and non-governmental 
organizations were represented as observers: European Topic Centre-University of Malaga (ETC-
UMA) and the Mediterranean Office of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF Med). 
 

8. A representative of the Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan - Barcelona 
Convention Secretariat (UNEP/MAP) opened the meeting by videoconference.  
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9. SPA/RAC acted as the secretariat of the meeting. 
 
10. The list of participants is attached as Annex I to the present report. 
 
Agenda item 1: Opening of the meeting 
 
11. The meeting was opened on Friday 24 February 2023, at 9:00 a.m. by the representatives of the 

host country, UNEP/MAP and SPA/RAC.   
 

12. Mr Jorge Alonso Rodríguez, Head of MPA Unit at the General Directorate for Biodiversity, 
Forest and Desertification of the Ministry for Ecological Transition and Demographic Challenge 
of Spain, after welcoming all the participants, highlighted the harmonization and alignment 
between the Post-2020 SAPBIO and the Global Biodiversity Framework documents to address 
the biodiversity loss in the Mediterranean by 2030. He stressed the importance of this meeting to 
discuss the resource mobilisation strategy as a first step in the implementation of the Post-2020 
SAPBIO and the GBF conservation frameworks. 

 
13. Mr Gabino Gonzalez Deogracia, UNEP/MAP Deputy Coordinator, intervening via 

videoconference, acknowledged the SPA/RAC to give him the opportunity to participate in this 
important meeting. He gave a historical overview of the adoption of the two strategies and their 
importance as guiding documents for the conservation effort in the region. He stressed the 
importance of this consultation process for the finalisation of the resource mobilisation strategy 
that will support the implementation of these two major strategies.  

 
14. Mr Khalil Attia, SPA/RAC Director, welcomed the participants and thanked the Spanish 

authorities for hosting the meeting. He stressed the importance of the meeting and the 
consultation process for the follow-up of the Post-2020 SAPBIO implementation.  

 
Agenda item 2: Organizational matters 
 

  2.1. Rules of procedure 
 
15. The meeting agreed that the rules of procedure for meetings and conferences of the Contracting 

Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its 
related Protocols (UNEP/IG.43/6, Annex XI), as amended by the Contracting Parties 
(UNEP(OCA)/MED IG.1/5 and UNEP(OCA)/MED IG.3/5), would apply mutatis mutandis to 
their deliberations. 

 
 2.2. Election of officers 
 

16. The meeting unanimously elected the following officers:  
Chairperson:  Mr Jorge Alonso Rodriguez (Spain),  
Vice-chairpersons:  Ms Jelena Uros (Croatia), 

Ms Samia Boufares (Tunisia), 
Rapporteur:  Mr Mostafa Fouda (Egypt). 

 
 2.3. Adoption of the agenda  

 
17. The Secretariat introduced the provisional agenda, which had been issued as document 

UNEP/MED WG.546/1, and the annotated version in document UNEP/MED WG.546/2.  
 

18. After reviewing the two documents, the meeting approved the agenda and the proposed timetable. 
 

19. The agenda of the meeting appears as Annex II to this report.  
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 2.4. Organization of work 
 

20. The meeting took place during the morning and afternoon of Friday 24 February 2023, from 9 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m. and from 2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m. 

 
21. The working languages of the meeting were English and French. Simultaneous interpretation was 

available during the plenary sessions of the meeting. 
 
Agenda item 3: Steps undertaken towards the implementation of the Post-2020 Strategic 

Action Programme for the Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable 
Management of Natural Resources in the Mediterranean Region (Post-2020 
SAPBIO) at regional and national levels 

 
22. The Secretariat gave a brief update on the follow-up undertaken since the Eighth Meeting of the 

SAPBIO National Correspondents and informed the meeting about the steps undertaken to initiate 
the implementation of the Post-2020 SAPBIO at regional level.  

 
23. The Contracting Parties representatives updated the meeting about the steps planned, initiated or 

undertaken towards the implementation of the Post-2020 SAPBIO at national levels. 
 
24. Several representatives highlighted the importance of joint solutions and cooperation among 

countries, and especially neighbouring countries, as an opportunity to support the implementation 
of the regional projects and the Post-2020 SAPBIO. SPA/RAC could play the role of facilitation 
and coordination among the Contracting Parties for such transboundary aspects, including 
transboundary marine protected areas and protected areas beyond national jurisdictions 

 
25. Several countries, proposed to share their experience, knowledge, technical capacities related to 

marine and coastal biodiversity conservation, monitoring and assessment and to offer in-kind 
assistance with others who need it.  

26. Some representatives underlined the importance of participatory management, including co-
management, as an important mechanism to support and accelerate marine and coastal 
biodiversity conservation, management and monitoring efforts. 
 

27. One representative stated that the effort needed to be done is about finding innovative funding 
ways adapted to the global crisis. 
 

28. Another representative recommended sharing the outcomes of the previous SAPBIO National 
Correspondents meetings on the SPA/RAC website. 

 
Agenda item 4:  Review of the Preliminary Draft of the Resource Mobilisation Strategy for the 

implementation of the Post-2020 SAPBIO, including the Post-2020 Regional 
Strategy for marine and coastal protected areas (MCPAs) and other effective 
area-based conservation measures (OECMs) in the Mediterranean 

 
4.1 Resource Mobilization Strategy 

 
29. The Secretariat presented to the meeting the working document UNEP/MED WG.546/3 

“Preliminary Draft of the Resource Mobilisation Strategy for the Post-2020 SAPBIO, including 
the Post-2020 Strategy for MCPAs and OECMs, for the period 2022-2030”. 

 
30. The meeting commended the work of the Secretariat in elaborating the draft RMS and the 

associated project portfolio and coordinating the related process, including several meetings and 
mainstreaming the contributions of the Contracting Parties and relevant partners.  
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31. The meeting recommended finding innovative ways for fund mobilisation to finance marine and 

coastal biodiversity conservation, making use of innovative mechanisms and raising the interest 
and support of new categories of donors, including the private sector, financial institutions, banks 
and others. In this context, the Meeting recommended to consider the mechanisms proposed 
under the CBD (Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework Target 18) and that the Barcelona 
Convention plays a role in adopting innovative financing mechanisms in the region, like reducing 
harmful subsidies.  
 

32. The meeting recommended that countries develop their national sustainable financing mechanisms 
for the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity, as a way to back and sustain their 
conservation efforts, beyond the fluctuations that could occur at the international donors’ level. 
 

33. Participants stressed the importance of detailing as much as possible the project concepts so that 
the proposals could be more complete and of interest. 
 

34. The meeting recommended taking into account the existent initiatives and projects and building on 
the previous projects and initiatives by SPA/RAC and other partners.  

 
4.2 Project portfolio 

 
Project Concept 1: Conserving biodiversity and promoting blue economy as well as climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in the Mediterranean through MCPAs and OECMs: 
 
35. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  

 
36. The meeting recommended including the aspect related to awareness raising and involvement of 

the sectors and other stakeholders in the area-based conservation efforts. 
 

37. Further the identification and recognition of OECMs, the meeting recommended their 
implementation in the Mediterranean promoting biodiversity conservation. 
 

38. The meeting recommended adjusting the aspect related to sustainable small-scale fisheries to 
include marine protected areas and/or OECMs, taking into account national legislations and the 
categories of the involved marine protected areas, the objective being to conserve biodiversity if 
sustainable SSF and sustainable tourism are authorized in an MCPA and areas under OECMs. 

 
39. The meeting recommended adding the aspect related to the coherence of the network at sub-

regional and regional levels beyond the support to be provided for the design of coherent national 
MPA networks. 
 

40. Participants stressed the importance of the benefits and services that biodiversity and MPAs could 
provide to other economic sectors and recommended streamlining the Post-2020 SAPBIO within 
the relevant national strategies. 

 
Project Concept 2: Recovering key Mediterranean marine and coastal habitats: 
 
41. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  

 
42. The meeting suggests to conceive concrete actions under this project based on existent 

knowledge, previous restoration pilots at European level, for instance, and identification of 
specific managed natural sites where the pressures causing the damage are removed. 
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Project Concept 3: The Conservation of Marine Turtles in the Mediterranean Region: Preserving 
ecosystem function & climate resiliency through enhanced marine turtle populations in the 
Mediterranean: 
 
43. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  

 
44. The meeting recommended further emphasising on marine turtles habitat protection activities; 

reduction of threats such as noise and light pollution; and inclusion of more accurate and effective 
activities, especially in relation to climate change effects on the species and how to define 
management measures. 
 

45. One representative proposed to harmonise the project concept format with the other concepts, and 
to include activities on the softshell turtle Trionyx triunguis. 

 
Project Concept 4: Catalysing transformative action by governments and stakeholders to halt and 
reverse the loss in Mediterranean marine and coastal biodiversity: 
 
46. Several participants, stressing the innovative aspect of this project, expressed the interest of their 

countries to be part of the project. 
 

47. Participants suggested putting the activities under the umbrella of Sustainable Development 
Goals and encouraging job and economic resource creation. Capacity-building activities at all 
levels have to be foreseen. 
 

48.  The meeting recommended creating an ad hoc working group to share knowledge and solutions 
on catalysing transformative action by governments and stakeholders that could be financed by 
countries and donors. 
 

49. The meeting proposed to give a more important role to civil society organizations for advocacy to 
promote transformative change. 

 
4.3 Next steps 

 
50. The meeting agreed that the participants will provide their written comments and inputs to the 

project concepts within one week after the meeting, to allow SPA/RAC to finalize the 
documentation for the donor conference, to be held in Paris, France, on 16 March 2023. 

 
Agenda item 5:  Any other business 
 
51. No other matters were discussed.   
 
Agenda item 6: Conclusions and recommendations 
 
52. The meeting reviewed the draft conclusions and recommendations prepared by the Secretariat, 

modified and adopted it.   
 
53. The conclusions and recommendations of the meeting appear as Annex III to this report.  
 
Agenda item 7: Closure of the meeting  
 
54. Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the meeting was closed on Friday 24 February 

2023, at 5 p.m. 
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9th Meeting of National Correspondents of the Strategic Action Programme for 
the Conservation of Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean Region (SAPBIO)   

Barcelona, Spain 24 February 2023 
 
 

Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
Introduction  
 
1. The Specially Protected Areas Regional Activity Centre (SPA/RAC) of the United Nations 
Environment Programme / Mediterranean Action Plan - Barcelona Convention Secretariat 
(UNEP/MAP) organized the 9th Meeting of National Correspondents of the Strategic 
Action Programme for the Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Management of Natural 
Resources in the Mediterranean Region (SAPBIO) (hereinafter referred to as the “Meeting”) on 24 
February 2023 in Barcelona, Spain. 
 
Participation  
 
2. All the National Correspondents of SAPBIO and the relevant partner organisations have been 
invited to attend or to designate their representatives. 
 
3. The following Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention were represented at the 
Meeting: Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, France, Israel, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Montenegro, Slovenia, Spain 
and Tunisia. 
 
4. The secretariats of the following governmental and non-governmental organizations were 
represented as observers: European Topic Centre-University of Malaga (ETC-UMA) and the 
Mediterranean Office of the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF Med). 
 
5. A representative of the Coordinating Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan - Barcelona 
Convention Secretariat (UNEP/MAP) opened the meeting by videoconference.  
 
6. SPA/RAC acted as the secretariat of the Meeting. 
 
Objectives of the Meeting 
 
7. The main objectives of the meeting were to: 

- Examine the next steps in the implementation at national and regional levels of the Post-2020 
SAPBIO. 

- Review the preliminary draft of the Resource Mobilisation Strategy (hereinafter referred to as 
“RMS”). 

- Have the involvement and support of the countries in the proposed projects. 
 
Organizational matters  
 
8. The Meeting agreed that the rules of procedure for meetings and conferences of the 
Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution 
and its related Protocols (UNEP/IG.43/6, Annex XI), as amended by the Contracting Parties 
(UNEP(OCA)/MED IG.1/5 and UNEP(OCA)/MED IG.3/5), would apply mutatis mutandis to their 
deliberations. 
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9. The Meeting unanimously elected the following officers:  

Chairperson:  Mr Jorge Alonso Rodriguez (Spain),  
Vice-chairpersons: Ms Jelena Uros (Croatia), 

Ms Samia Boufares (Tunisia), 
Rapporteur:  Mr Mostafa Fouda (Egypt). 

 
10. The Meeting agreed on the following conclusions and recommendations: 
 
General considerations 
 
11. Participants expressed their gratitude to Spain for hosting the Meeting. 
 
12. The Meeting noted with appreciation the support by the SAPBIO Advisory Committee 
member organizations for the elaboration of the draft RMS, including the harmonization with their 
post-2020 planned projects and activities and encouraged further synergy for their implementation.  
 
13. The Meeting commended the work of the Secretariat in elaborating the draft RMS and the 
associated project portfolio and coordinating the related process, including several meetings and 
mainstreaming the contributions of the Contracting Parties and relevant partners.  

 
Agenda item 3: Steps undertaken towards the implementation of the Post-2020 Strategic Action 
Programme for the Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Management of Natural 
Resources in the Mediterranean Region (Post-2020 SAPBIO) at regional and national levels  
 
14. The Meeting recommended sharing the outcomes of the previous SAPBIO National 
Correspondents meetings on the SPA/RAC website.  
 
15. Several countries proposed to share their experience, knowledge, technical capacities and in-
kind assistance with other countries on technical aspects related to marine and coastal biodiversity 
conservation, monitoring and assessment.   
 
16. The Meeting emphasised the importance of joint solutions and cooperation among countries, 
and especially neighbouring countries, as an opportunity to support the implementation of the regional 
projects and the Post-2020 SAPBIO; SPA/RAC could play the role of facilitation and coordination 
among the Contracting Parties for such transboundary aspects, including transboundary marine 
protected areas and protected areas beyond national jurisdictions. 
 
17. Some countries underlined the importance of participatory management, including co-
management, as an important mechanism to support and accelerate marine and coastal biodiversity 
conservation, management and monitoring efforts. 
 
Agenda item 4: Review of the Preliminary Draft of the Resource Mobilisation Strategy for the 
implementation of the Post-2020 SAPBIO, including the Post-2020 Regional Strategy for marine 
and coastal protected areas (MCPAs) and other effective area-based conservation measures 
(OECMs) in the Mediterranean  
 
4.1. Resource Mobilization Strategy   
 
18. The Meeting recommended finding innovative ways for fund mobilisation to finance marine 
and coastal biodiversity conservation, making use of innovative mechanisms and raising the interest 
and support of new categories of donors, including the private sector, financial institutions, banks and 
others. In this context, the Meeting recommended to consider the mechanisms proposed under the 
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CBD (Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework Target 18) and that the Barcelona Convention plays 
a role in adopting innovative financing mechanisms in the region, like reducing harmful subsidies.  
 
19. The Meeting recommended that countries develop their national sustainable financing 
mechanisms for the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity, as a way to back and sustain their 
conservation efforts, beyond the fluctuations that could occur at the international donors level. 

 
20. Participants stressed the importance of detailing as much as possible the project concepts so that 
the proposals could be more complete and of interest. 
 
21. The Meeting recommended taking into account the existent initiatives and projects and build on 
the previous projects and initiatives by SPA/RAC and other partners.  
 
4.2. Project portfolio  
 
Project Concept 1: Conserving biodiversity and promoting blue economy as well as climate change 
mitigation and adaptation in the Mediterranean through MCPAs and OECMs 
 
22. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  
 
23. The Meeting recommended including the aspect related to awareness raising and involvement 
of the sectors and other stakeholders in the area-based conservation efforts. 
 
24. Further the identification and recognition of OECMs, the Meeting recommended their 
implementation in the Mediterranean promoting biodiversity conservation. 
 
25. The Meeting recommended adjusting the aspect related to sustainable small-scale fisheries to 
include marine protected areas and/or OECMs, taking into account national legislations and the 
categories of the involved marine protected areas, the objective being to conserve biodiversity if 
sustainable SSF and sustainable tourism are authorized in an MCPA and areas under OECMs. 

 
26. The Meeting recommended adding the aspect related to the coherence of the network at sub-
regional and regional levels beyond the support to be provided for the design of coherent national MPA 
networks. 
 
27. Participants stressed the importance of the benefits and services that biodiversity and MPAs 
could provide to other economic sectors and recommended streamlining the Post-2020 SAPBIO within 
the relevant national strategies.  
 
Project Concept 2: Recovering key Mediterranean marine and coastal habitats 
 
28. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  
 
29. The Meeting suggests to conceive concrete actions under this project based on existent 
knowledge, previous restoration pilots at European level, for instance, and identification of specific 
managed natural sites where the pressures causing the damage are removed. 
 
Project Concept 3: The Conservation of Marine Turtles in the Mediterranean Region: Preserving 
ecosystem function & climate resiliency through enhanced marine turtle populations in the 
Mediterranean 
 
30. Several representatives expressed the interest of their country to participate in the project.  
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31. The Meeting recommended further emphasising habitat protection activities; reduction of 
threats such as noise and light pollution; and inclusion of more accurate and effective activities, 
especially in relation to climate change effects on the species and how to define management measures. 
 
32. One representative proposed to harmonise the project concept format with the other concepts, 
and to include activities on the softshell turtle Trionyx triunguis. 
 
Project Concept 4: Catalysing transformative action by governments and stakeholders to halt and 
reverse the loss in Mediterranean marine and coastal biodiversity 
 
33. Several participants, stressing the innovative aspect of this project, expressed the interest of their 
countries to be part of the project. 
 
34. Participants suggested putting the activities under the umbrella of Sustainable Development 
Goals and encouraging job and economic resource creation. Capacity-building activities at all levels 
have to be foreseen. 
 
35.  The Meeting recommended creating an ad hoc working group to share knowledge and solutions 
on catalysing transformative action by governments and stakeholders that could be financed by countries 
and donors. 
 
36. The Meeting proposed to give a more important role to civil society organizations for advocacy 
to promote transformative change. 
 
4.3. Next steps 
 
37. The Meeting agreed that the participants will provide their written comments and inputs to the 
project concepts within one week after the meeting, to allow SPA/RAC to finalize the documentation 
for the donor conference. 


