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Wetlands are major reservoirs of biodiversity in the 
Mediterranean hotspot, many of them being protected and 
hosting populations of species covered by the Protocol 
concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity 
(SPA/BD) of the Barcelona Convention.
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Biodiversity is a central element of the benefits (ecosystem services) 
provided by the Mediterranean wetlands, ensuring food security through 
the genet ic diversity of agricultural crops and the role of pollinators. 
Plants and bacteria are also potential sources of new medicines.
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wetlands are absolutely necessary for the completion of their biological 
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habitats for numerous threatened species, as it is the case of 
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• Cultural values
In Mediterranean countries where traditional activities related 
to water management are practiced, wetlands constitute 
habitats for numerous threatened species, as it is the case of 
extensive fish farming in Doñana (SW Spain).

• Cultural values

International  Efforts to the Conservation of 
Mediterranean Wetland Biodiversity 

• Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance. More than 150 
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• MAB and World Heritage Sites, defined within the framework of 
UNESCO ś Man and Biosphere (MAB) Programme.

Mediterranean wetlands have been designated officially for 
conservation with a variety of legal figures:

In all cases, the main goal is to provide a wide and adequate 
protection framework for all the components of Mediterranean 
biodiversity.
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Pressures and threats for the biodiversity of 
Mediterranean Wetlands

At present, Mediterranean biodiversity is serious ly threatened, with 
about  19% of species under risk of extinction: 5% Critically Endangered, 
7% Endangered and 7% Vulnerable.

Habitat loss and degradation are the major causes of this decline, with a 
particularly high impact on wetland ecosystems (e.g. more than half of 
the endemic Mediterranean freshwater ?shes are threatened).
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Protection and Use of Biodiversity: the main Challenges

Main causes of threat 

- Habitat loss and 
degradation
- Pollution
- Overexploitation
- Natural disasters 
- Invasive alien species
- Human disturbance
- Bycatch

Main conservation actions

- Species protection (Legislation and 
Action Plans)
- Site protection (Protected areas 
networks)
- Conservation of  the wider environment  
(Ecosystem 
approach)
- Sustainable economic activities (fishery,  
tourism, etc.)
- Communication and education
- Monitoring and research

Many Mediterranean wetlands and lagoons are exploited in 
terms of artisanal capture fisheries and aquaculture activity, to 
the extent that ecosystem integrity has become strongly 
dependent on these activities.
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It is necessary to assess how traditional / sustainab le activities 
contribute to enhance the environment, as a prior step  to elaborate 
management guidelines  aplicable to all Mediterranean wetlands and 
lagoons, under the principles accounted by:
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of regional projects and other actions.
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