


The 1975 Mediterranean Action Plan and the 1976 Barcelona Convention enabled 
close regional cooperation to be established between the Mediterranean states 
several years ago and provided a suitable framework for the protection and 
conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity. This was particularly shown in the 
creation, between 1975 and 1995, of 122 protected areas.

With the adopting of the new Protocol on Specially Protected Areas and Biological 
Diversity (SPA/BD) in 1995 and its entry into force in 1999, a new key phase was 
begun. This SPA/BD Protocol started the drawing up of a List of Specially Protected 
Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMIs) and offered the Contacting Parties 
the possibility, for the first time ever, of creating protected marine areas outside
the waters that come under their national jurisdiction.

Specially Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance

A SPAMI is an Area that:
•	 presents importance for the conservation of elements that make up biological 

diversity in the Mediterranean;
•	 contains ecosystems that are specific to the Mediterranean region or habitats of 

species threatened with extinction or;
•	 or presents particular interest at scientific, aesthetic, cultural or educational level. 

The basic objectives of a SPAMI are protecting the natural heritage, scientific 
research, and environment education, provided that these are compatible with 
conservation objectives.

In the context of the Barcelona Convention, and in order to promote cooperation 
on managing and conserving natural areas and protecting endangered 
species and their habitats, the Parties have drawn up a List of SPAMIs. 
 
The SPAMIs appearing on the List, and their geographical distribution, must be 
representative of the Mediterranean region and of its biodiversity. The List must 
represent the greatest possible number of kinds of habitat and ecosystem.
 
SPAMIs, because of their legal status, the measures of protection and management 
applied therein, and the approaches and means of management implemented, are 
intended to serve as examples of the conservation of the Mediterranean heritage.

Definition and objectives of a SPAMI

SPAMIs can be created in any area under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party to the SPA/BD Protocol and also in areas 
in the Mediterranean Sea located outside the jurisdiction of the states. Several possible scenarios can therefore coexist : 

1.	 A marine and/or coastal area completely located inside an area subject to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of a Party.
2.	 A cross-border marine and/or coastal area completely located inside areas subject to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of 

two or more Parties.
3.	 A marine and/or coastal area located inside an area subject to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of a Party and also 

extending outwards into the high sea.
4.	 A cross-border marine and/or coastal area located inside areas subject to the sovereignty or jurisdiction of two or more 

Parties and also extending outwards into the high sea.
5.	 A marine area totally located in the high sea.

Where can we create a SPAMI?

A SPAMI is created when it is included in the List after a decision by the Contacting Parties on the grounds of criteria 
defined by the SPA/BD Protocol Annex I.  
When the SPAMI only concerns one country: For areas that lie completely within areas under the jurisdiction of one Party, 
the procedure for including that area in the SPAMI List is initiated by the concerned Party.
When the SPAMI concerns several countries:  For sites lying partially or totally outside the states’ limits of jurisdiction, the 
proposal to include it in the List must come from one or several neighbouring Parties.

Who can create a SPAMI?
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