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During their sixth meeting, held in Portoroz (Slovenia) on 18 June 2019, the SAP BIO national 

correspondents and the regional partners represented at the meeting finalized an evaluation of 

implementation of SAP BIO during the period 2004-2018 and agreed on the following conclusions and 

recommendations.  

 

1. The SAP BIO, adopted in December 2003, played an important role as a strategic framework 

for implementation of the SPA/BD Protocol at national and regional levels in terms of 

harmonization and alignment of planning for biodiversity conservation. It also played a role in 

facilitating exchanges among departments within and among countries on common concerns in 

biodiversity conservation. 

 

2. Changes in the context of and the policies on biodiversity during the 15 years since adoption of 

the SAP BIO indicate that the post-2020 SAP BIO should have new orientations and should 

focus on priorities tailored to address current and future regional and national challenges in the 

Mediterranean.  

 

3. While taking into account (as appropriate) the results of the assessment of implementation of 

SAP BIO during the period 2004-2018, it is crucial to ensure maximum harmonization between 

the new orientations and priorities to be promoted in the post-2020 SAP BIO and those that will 

be decided at global level in the post-2020 Biodiversity Framework to be adopted in October 

2020 by the CBD. Harmonization should also be ensured between the post-2020 SAP BIO and 

other relevant global and regional frameworks, such as the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. 

 

4. The evaluation showed that one difficulty in implementation of SAP BIO during 2004-2018 

was related to the complexity of the priorities, activities and NAPs. To facilitate its 

implementation, the post-2020 SAP BIO, while including high ambitions, should be based on a 

short list of concrete, realistic priorities and be focused and easy to monitor and evaluate, with 

well-defined benchmarks. 

 

 Recommended steps for elaboration of the post-2020 SAP BIO 

 

Step A: Identification of priorities and orientations 

 

5. The post-2020 SAP BIO should be based first on consultations in countries to identify national 

priorities for the conservation of marine and coastal biodiversity and the actions required. 

Common guidelines should be defined to ensure harmonization among national consultations 

and to establish close links with the orientations to be included in the post-2020 biodiversity 

framework of the CBD and with relevant initiatives at regional level, in particular the EcAp 

process and its IMAP. 

 

6. The regional consultation to be conducted in step A should be done by a dedicated working 

group, facilitated by SPA/RAC and with online tools (such as video conferences and common 

online working platforms) to ensure collaboration and exchange among countries. 

 

7. Based on the results of the consultations to be conducted at national level, SPA/RAC will 

identify the needed regional supporting activities to include in the regional component of the 

post-2020 SAP BIO, supported by a first meeting of the Advisory Committee and a first meeting 

of National Correspondents for the Post-2020 SAP BIO. 
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8. As step A will take place in parallel with meetings and workshops of the Secretariat of the CBD 

for elaboration of the post-2020 biodiversity framework, SPA/RAC should identify and 

participate in the most relevant of those meeting and workshops in order to ensure maximum 

harmonization between the new SAP BIO and the post-2020 biodiversity framework and to 

highlight work on the post-2020 agenda in the Mediterranean in a global arena. 

 

Step B: Elaboration of the draft post-2020 SAP BIO 

 

9. A first draft of the new SAP BIO will be prepared by SPA/RAC from the results of step A. It 

will be submitted for consultation by relevant organizations and the secretariats of relevant 

regional bodies (such as GFCM, ACCOBAMS, European Commission, IUCN). To this end, a 

second meeting of the SAP BIO Advisory Committee will be convened by SPA/RAC. 

 

10. Should external funding support become available, technical expertise and expert coordination 

meetings could be organized to support preparation of key thematic regional documentation and 

draft marine and coastal NBSAPs in every country. 

 

11. The first draft of the new SAP BIO could be presented to potential donors to indicate the main 

orientations and priorities and the funding required for implementation of the new SAP BIO.  

 

12. A second meeting of National Correspondents for the post-2020 SAP BIO will be convened to 

review the first draft and amend it as necessary, with a view to submission for adoption by the 

Contracting Parties. The meeting should be held after COP15 of the CBD in October 2020, 

which is expected to adopt the post-2020 biodiversity framework. 

 

Step C: Adoption of the post-2020 SAP BIO 

 

13. The draft post-2020 SAP BIO finalized during the second meeting of National Correspondents 

for the post-2020 SAP BIO, held under Step B, will be reviewed by the SPA/BD thematic1 focal 

points and the MAP focal points and submitted for adoption by the Contracting Parties during 

COP 22 of the Barcelona Convention. 

 

Tentative calendar 

 

Step A: Identification of priorities and orientations  January 2020 – February 2021   
 

Step B: Elaboration of the draft post-2020 SAP BIO  January 2021 – May 2021  
 

Step C: Adoption of the post-2020 SAP BIO  

 

According to the calendar of meetings 

of thematic focal points, MAP focal 

points and Contracting Parties 

 

 

                                                           
1 If the Contracting Parties agree to pursue such a thematic approach for future focal points meetings. Otherwise 

“SPA/BD focal points” 


